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Mission and Core Values
We inspire young people of talent and promise to develop 

clear values, a desire for wisdom, and an appreciation for all 

endeavors which broaden the mind and enlighten the spirit.

Achieve Distinction

While celebrating the uniqueness of each child, we embolden 

all students to strive for excellence in their personal pursuits.

Commit to Character

Strong moral conduct is fundamental to our community.  

We purposefully promote appropriate conduct, 

encourage self-awareness, and exhort responsible 

habits of the mind, body, and soul.

Explore Opportunities

We believe that a child’s growth is best fostered through exposure 

to a broad range of academic, fine art, athletic, and extra-curricular 

endeavors and we require all students to engage in these pursuits.

Become Yourself

By maintaining a low student-teacher ratio and promoting 

a personal approach to a student’s school experience, 

we support each child’s unfolding as s/he emerges into 

a capable, confident, conscientious young adult.

Green Hedges School does not discriminate on the basis of race, sex, religion, or national  

origin in the administration of its educational policies.
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education

At Green Hedges School, we cultivate those natural  
gifts through a comprehensive education that entices  
the curious mind and instills the desire to learn more.  
Our approach teaches children to think critically about 
enduring ideas and to develop a deep appreciation for  
nature, beauty, and humanity. We encourage each child 
 to strive for excellence and balance.

Our students grow into capable, confident, conscientious 
young adults. Green Hedges graduates are prepared to  
attend the most prestigious secondary schools, and we  
support parents in selecting the best school for their child.

Children are born with a natural sense 

of wonder, a fertile imagination, and 

an eagerness to understand the world 

around them.

When the seeds of learning are nourished 
properly, their roots are strong enough to 
last a lifetime.

“�It is as necessary to wait with unhurried 

confidence for a child’s achievement, as it is 

for a gardener to wait for a seed to sprout.” 

	 Frances Kilmer, School founder
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lifelong learning
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Montessori is the starting point of our 
comprehensive curriculum, which reintroduces 
ideas and information at increasingly advanced 
levels. Every year, students encounter familiar 
concepts in a progression that continually refines 
and deepens their understanding of the world.

The Montessori philosophy is a system of integrated, hands-on 

learning that allows young students to develop deductive reasoning 

skills, language skills, motor skills, and sensory perception. Small 

classes allow teachers to carefully tend to each child’s progress 

and help ensure the development of social skills needed for a 

lifetime of learning, in and out of the classroom. 

Starting at age three, students learn early mathematical concepts, 

grammar, and phonetics. They also begin learning French and are 

exposed to music, art, and science. 

Green Hedges students launch their journey 
in our Montessori program, where the seeds 
of learning begin to grow. This three-year 
program starts at age three and continues 
through age five. 

 

lifelong learning

“�Our job as teachers is to help students grow in 

the best way they can. Different students need 

different things in order to flourish – it’s like 

planting a garden. That’s why I love my job.” 

	� Micheline Woolard, French and Latin teacher

education
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Every aspect of our school reflects a homelike environment – our campus and classrooms, 
our expectations for student behavior, and our genuine affection for every child.

The campus is nestled in a charming historic neighborhood in Vienna. The School’s 
founders, Frances and Kenton Kilmer, moved the School to its current location in 1955, 
and they lived and taught in the home that now houses our administrative offices. 

Our students are at the center of a close-knit community of classmates and caring adults.  

	�	

�Children learn best when they are free to be themselves, 

confident that they are valued and loved. 

Young minds thrive in a safe, supportive atmosphere – 

eagerly absorbing new ideas and experiences.
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“�When I think of Green Hedges, I always smile, because I have the most wonderful 
feeling of belonging to a community of incredible warmth, trust, respect, and support.” 

	 Marion Beckett, retired Assistant Head of School

“��I like Green Hedges because  
you always feel peace and love.”  

	 Cassie Campbell, Grade 3
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A strong focus on language arts ensures that students  
have the foundation they need to grow into accomplished 
writers and readers. In addition to French or Spanish, 
Grade 5 students begin to study Latin, a requirement that 
reflects our commitment to academic richness. 

Building on the knowledge acquired in the preceding 

Montessori years, lower school students enjoy a robust 

education enriched by instruction in foreign language, 

the arts, physical education, and technology. 

Through a rigorous curriculum and hands-on study, we 

expose students to the complexities of the world around 

them. Open discussions encourage students to express 

their opinions and listen to the views of their peers.

As students enter Lower School, they continue to 
benefit from a low student-teacher ratio. The Grade 1 
classroom integrates Montessori materials and work 
spaces, creating a smooth transition to traditional 
teaching. Grade 1 through Grade 3 are team taught, 
allowing for even more personal attention. 

education

“�At Green Hedges, teachers 

encourage students to 

improve and do their best. 

As a result, achievement 

becomes a habit and a 

matter of personal pride.”

	 John McIntosh, alumni parent

developing strong 
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developing strong 
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Music, visual, digital, and performing arts instill 
aesthetic literacy that will last a lifetime. When you visit 
our campus, you will see classrooms and hallways filled 
with examples of our students’ creative expression. 

You will also hear music, which is part of the daily 
rhythm at Green Hedges. Students meet for music class 
several times a week, and all students in Grade 6 to 
Grade 8 take part in middle school chorus. Students 
begin playing instruments in Grade 4, when every 
student participates in our concert band program. 

When they reach Middle School, students can elect to 
participate in our award-winning Jazz Band. 

Every child also takes part in performing arts. Grade 1 
through Grade 5 perform class plays – often on themes 
related to their studies – while middle school students 
work collaboratively on a larger production. 

            When children are active and imaginative 
participants in the arts, their minds 
expand and their spirits soar.

When children express themselves through art,  

they learn to see the world through the lens of creativity.
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