
5 Tips on 

How to Afford a 
Private School
Education
for Your Child



Explore these options to 
make a private school education 
for your child more affordable.

Think a Private School Education is Unaffordable? 
Think Again.
The thought of affording private school tuition is daunting to 
many parents. Some may look at a private school’s website and 
immediately think that it’s too expensive for their family. Others 
may look at the tuition and think that they make too much money 
to qualify for any type of financial assistance. A private school 
education from a PreK through Grade 8 school like Green Hedges 
is within reach for many families–they just need to know what 
to look for and the right questions to ask. Private school may be 
a great fit for your child(ren) and affording it may be well within 
reach for your family.



1.
TUITION 
PAYMENT 
PLANS
Many private schools offer payment 
plans that allow families to pay 
tuition in full, quarterly, or monthly 
payments. When budgeting for the 
year, paying in installments could be 
a great option for your family.



2.
SPEAK WITH THE 
DIRECTOR OF ADMISSIONS
Set up a time to speak with the school’s Director of Admissions. 
They are your best source for information on affordability at the 
school. Many schools may offer sibling discounts or incentive 
grants to get students of a particular grade enrolled. Many times, 
the Director of Admissions will have information for you that may 
not be available on the school’s website.



3.
EXPLORE THE SCHOOL’S 
AFFORDABILITY PLAN
Schools like Green Hedges are moving away from traditional 
financial aid for families. Financial aid is cumbersome, overly 
complicated, & many times, invasive. Instead, Green Hedges 
School launched a program that allows for an individualized 
tuition plan for each family based on a family’s income and 
assets. Better yet, when a family receives their individualized 
tuition, it is for two years, so that they can plan ahead for the 
coming year knowing that tuition will not be raised.



Scholarships and grants are certainly worth 
researching when applying for private schools. 
Organizations like the Jack Kent Cooke Foundation 
provide scholarships for low-income students. If 
you’re looking at private schools in Virginia, the 
Education Improvement Scholarships Tax Credits 
Program includes a link to eligible scholarship 
organizations approved by the Virginia Department 
of Education that you can download. 

Some private schools also offer grants to help offset 
the additional costs of a private school education. 
Green Hedges School offers grants through its 
Equitable Experience Fund, which aims to ensure 
that all students have the same opportunities and 
experiences while at Green Hedges. Grants from 
this fund are offered to diverse students by race/
ethnicity and socioeconomic status in Grades 6-8 
to help cover non-tuition costs, including (but 
not limited to) class trips, school uniforms, and 
educational testing.

4.
RESEARCH ORGANIZATIONS THAT 
PROVIDE SCHOLARSHIPS & GRANTS

https://www.doe.virginia.gov/school_finance/scholarships_tax_credits/
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/school_finance/scholarships_tax_credits/
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/school_finance/scholarships_tax_credits/approved-scholarship-foundations.docx
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/school_finance/scholarships_tax_credits/approved-scholarship-foundations.docx


It’s always beneficial to educate 
yourself about the different ways to 
afford a private school education. 
Candid Learning is a great resource, 
including these tips:  

5.
LEARN MORE 
ABOUT PRIVATE 
SCHOOL 
FINANCIAL AID 

• ●Find out if your state’s Department of Education 
provides vouchers or other financial assistance to 
attend private schools. Or start with the Interactive 
Guide to School Choice Laws from the National 
Conference of State Legislators, one of the most up-
to-date comparisons of voucher laws by state. 

• If you are considering a Catholic school, many 
archdioceses provide tuition assistance for schools in 
their jurisdiction. Look up your diocese by zip code at 
the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

• Consult the book How to Find Scholarships and Free 
Financial Aid for Private High School, a guide to where 
to find free money specifically for private high school 
tuition. Available at booksellers and at some public 
libraries.

• Consult The Ultimate Scholarship Book 2019, a directory 
of grants for K-12 students, undergraduate students, and 
graduate students, which you can borrow for free from 
Candid Learning’s Overdrive eBook collection. 

https://learning.candid.org/resources/knowledge-base/funding-for-private-elementary-secondary-school/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/contacts/state/index.html
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/interactive-guide-to-school-choice.aspx
http://www.ncsl.org/research/education/interactive-guide-to-school-choice.aspx
http://www.usccb.org/about/bishops-and-dioceses/diocesan-locator.cfm
https://amzn.to/2IiyFau
https://amzn.to/2IiyFau
https://candid.overdrive.com/media/3996654?cid=113468
https://candid.overdrive.com/


If you are interested in learning more about 
Green Hedges School and its approach to 
making a private school education accessible 
to all families, contact:

Katherine Vazquez, Director of Admissions & Affordability
admissions@greenhedges.org  |  (703) 938-8323


