
 Suggested Summer Reading for Rising Grade 1 

 Read with a grown-up or read-to-self books 

 National Geographic Readers  from National Geographic  (various authors) 

 If you had a student in K - 2 this year, you probably saw at least one Nat Geo reader come home. These 
 nonfiction leveled readers are the most popular collection in the library. Really, anything by National 
 Geographic is going to be awesome. Here are just some of the titles: 

 Unlimited Squirrels  (series) or anything else by Mo  Willems (  The Pigeon Books, Knuffle 
 Bunny  , etc.) 

 Mo Willems has stopped writing the Elephant & Piggie books and has moved on to the 
 equally hilarious  Unlimited Squirrels  . This nutty  series combines fact and fiction with 
 silliness and “a-corny” jokes. It is written at a slightly higher reading level than Elephant & 
 Piggie. 

 Pete the Cat  (series) by James Dean from the “I Can  Read!” collection 

 The “I Can Read” books are leveled readers that use basic language, word repetition, sight 
 words, and illustrations—perfect for emerging readers. Other “I Can Read” collections 
 include  Little Critter, Biscuit the Puppy, Duck, Duck,  Dinosaur, Splat the Cat, Fancy 
 Nancy, Pinkalicious  ,  Amelia Bedelia  and many more. 

 Cat Kid Comic Club  by Dav Pilkey 

 Grownups scratch their heads sometimes but the K-5 set LOVES Dav Pilkey.  Cat Kid 
 Comic Club  is a gentler spin-off of the famous (or  infamous)  Dog Man  books, aimed at a 
 younger audience. 



 You Are (Not) Small  (series) by Anna Kang 

 Two fuzzy creatures can't agree on who is small and who is big, until a couple of surprise 
 guests show up, settling it once and for all! The simple text of Anna Kang and bold 
 illustrations of The New Yorker cartoonist Christopher Weyant tell an original and very 
 funny story about size; it all depends on who's standing next to you! 

 A Pig, a Fox, and a…  (series) by Jonathan Fenske 

 In the style of Mo Willems, Jonathan Fenske tells three humorous stories of two friends, Pig 
 and Fox, and their shenanigans with a cardboard box (all of which involved Pig accidentally 
 crushing Fox in the box). With comic art and simple language, this Level 2 reader is sure to 
 have kids rolling with laughter. 

 My Friends Make Me Happy  (from the Giggle Gang series)  by Jan Thomas 

 Can you guess what makes Sheep really happy? Here's a clue... it starts with the letter  F  . It 
 is NOT fish or fans. And it is especially not turnips! That doesn't even start with the letter  F  ! 

 Featuring Jan Thomas’s wonderfully wacky humor, rowdy repetitions, and hilarious 
 characters, this book is sure to have young readers laughing out loud! 

 What this Story Needs…  (series) by Emma J. Virjan 
 Perfect for fans of Dr. Seuss and Mo Willems! 

 What this story needs is a pig in a wig, on a boat in a moat with a frog, a dog, and a goat on 
 a log…  As more and more hop on board, it becomes clear  that what this story really needs 
 is a bigger boat! Join Pig on an exciting boat ride as she discovers that life is more fun with 
 friends in this fantastic, funny read-aloud about friendship. 

 Fly Guy  (series) by Tedd Arnold 

 Boy and fly meet and so begins a beautiful friendship. Er, and so begins a very funny 
 friendship. Using hyperbole, puns, slapstick, and silly drawings, bestselling author/illustrator 
 Tedd Arnold creates an easy reader that is full of fun. This book is a Theodor Seuss Geisel 
 Honor book! 

 Princess in Black  (series) by Shannon Hale & Dean  Hale, illustrated by LeUyen Pham 

 Who says princesses don’t wear black? When trouble raises its (monster) head, Princess 
 Magnolia ditches her flouncy dresses and becomes the Princess in Black! She’s a master at 
 multi-tasking, but can she keep her secret? 



 Yasmin  (series) by Saadia Farqui 

 Meet Yasmin! Yasmin is a spirited second-grader who's always on the lookout for those 
 "aha" moments to help her solve life's little problems. Taking inspiration from her 
 surroundings and her big imagination, she boldly faces any situation, assuming her 
 imagination doesn't get too big, of course! A creative thinker and curious explorer, Yasmin 
 and her multi-generational Pakistani American family will delight and inspire readers. 

 Billy and the Mini-Monsters  (series) by Zanna Davidson 

 Billy has a pretty normal life until  one night when  he hears a squeaky little voice and notices 
 tiny purple footprints on his desk. Not only that, SOMETHING has ATTACKED his cheese 
 sandwich. What could it be? Does Billy dare find out? Spoiler alert… there just might be 
 five tiny monsters living in his sock drawer. 

 Acorn books  from Scholastic (various authors) 

 Scholastic's early reader line, Acorn, is aimed at children who are learning to read. With easy-to-read text, a 
 short-story format, plenty of humor, and full-color artwork on every page, these books will boost reading 
 confidence and fluency. Acorn books plant a love of reading and help readers grow! The Branches line is 
 aimed at slightly more advanced readers. 

 Wemberly Worried  (and others) by Kevin Henkes 

 Wemberly about everything, morning, noon, and night. "Worry, worry, worry," her family 
 said. "Too much worry." But Wemberly worried about one thing most of all: her first day of 
 school. But when she meets a fellow worrywart in her class, Wemberly realizes that school 
 is too much fun to waste time worrying! 

 Henkes’s  Penny  series is another excellent choice  for emerging readers, as well as his 
 award-winning picture books. 

 Go, Dog, Go!  (and others) by P.D. Eastman 

 Written for beginning readers using only 75 different words, this beloved Beginner Book by P.D. 
 Eastman features all kinds of wonderful dogs riding bicycles, scooters, skiis, roller skates, and 
 driving all sorts of vehicles on their way to a party held on top of a tree! 

 P.D. Eastman’s other books include  Sam & the Firefly  ,  The Best Nest  , and  Are You My Mother? 



 Books to Read Aloud or Read Together 

 Toys Go Out: Being the Adventures of a Knowledgeable Stingray, a Toughy Little 
 Buffalo, and Someone Called Plastic  by Emily Jenkins,  illustrated by Paul O. Zelinsky 

 This delightful trilogy follows three friends (a stuffed stingray, a stuffed buffalo, and a 
 rubber ball) who live in the bedroom of a little girl and have plenty of adventures when 
 she’s out. 

 Actual Size  by Steve Jenkins 

 How big is a crocodile? What about a tiger, or the world’s largest spider? Can you imagine 
 a tongue that is two feet long or an eye that’s bigger than your head? Sometimes facts and 
 figures don’t tell the whole story. Sometimes you need to see things for yourself—at their 
 actual size. 

 Everything Awesome About Dinosaurs; Everything Awesome About Sharks and 
 Other Underwater Creatures; Everything Awesome About Space  by Mike Lowery 

 The “Everything Awesome” books are awesome. With little known facts, fun and wacky 
 illustrations, and a drawing section at the end, these appeal to our most discerning 
 dinosaur, shark, and space afficiendos. 

 Mouse Called Wolf  and others by Dick King-Smith 

 In this sweet book by prolific author Dick King-Smith,  a young mouse named after 
 Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart uses his talent for singing to entertain and help others. 

 King-Smith’s best known book,  Babe, the Gallant Pig  ,  has also been made into a movie, 
 so it might be fun to pair it with a family movie night. 

 Jaden Toussaint, the Greatest  (series) by Marti Dumas 

 In this short chapter book, five-year old Jaden Toussaint knows it all. I mean, really knows 
 it all. Animal Scientist. Great Debater. Master of the art of ninja dancing. There is nothing 
 Jaden Toussaint can't do. The only problem is that grown-ups keep trying to convince him 
 that, even though he's really smart, he doesn't know EVERYTHING. 

 Where the Sidewalk Ends  by Shel Silverstein 

 This isn’t a chapter book but it is VERY fun to read aloud. Shel Silverstein’s funny, 
 sometimes sweet, poems and amusing illustrations, which sometimes hold the key to the 
 accompanying poem, can be read in tiny bits or big chunks. 

 There are plenty more books by Shel Silverstein for fans of  Where the Sidewalk Ends. 



 Watercress  by Andrea Wang, illustrated by Jason Chin 

 Winner of the 2022 Caldecott Medal and  Asian/Pacific  American Award for Literature for 
 Picture Book.  Embarrassed about gathering watercress  from a roadside ditch, a girl learns 
 to appreciate her Chinese heritage after learning why the plant is so important to her 
 parents. 

 Boot & Shoe  by Marla Frazee 

 Boot and Shoe were born into the same litter, and now they live in the same house. They 
 eat out of the same bowl and sleep in the same bed. But they spend their days 
 apart—Boot on the back porch because he’s a back porch kind of dog, and Shoe on the 
 front porch because he’s a front porch kind of dog. This is exactly perfect for them. But 
 then a crazy neighborhood squirrel arrives . . . and everything goes topsy-turvy! 

 The Day You Begin  by Jacqueline Woodson, illustrated  by Rafael López 

 The first day of school can be scary. Jacqueline Woodson’s lyrical text and Rafael López’s 
 dazzling art reminds us that we all feel like outsiders sometimes — and it's brave that we 
 go forth anyway. Sometimes, when we reach out and begin to share our stories, others will 
 be happy to meet us halfway. 

 Interrupting Chicken  (series) by Ezra Stein 

 It’s time for the little red chicken’s bedtime story — and a reminder from Papa to try not to 
 interrupt. But the chicken can’t help herself! The characters don’t know what to do! Now it’s 
 the little red chicken’s turn to tell a story, but will her yawning papa make it to the end 
 without his own kind of interrupting? 

 ¡Vamos! Let's Go To The Market  by  Raúl the Third 
 Bilingual in a new way, this colorful adventure teaches readers simple words in Spanish as 
 they experience the bustling life of a border town. Follow Little Lobo and his dog Bernabe 
 as they deliver supplies to a variety of vendors, selling everything from sweets to 
 sombreros, portraits to piñatas, carved masks to comic books! Follow with other books 
 from the  World of  ¡Vamos!  -  Let’s Go Eat, Let’s Cross  the Bridge,  and more. 

 How to Care for your T-Rex  by  Ken Baker (text) & illus.  by Dave Coverly 

 The author uses the responsibility of pet care to deliver fun dino facts (“A T-Rex can cover 
 fifteen feet in a single step”) in this super silly story. Brushing and flossing nine-inch teeth 
 is particularly challenging; a boy teaches him not to eat the floor, and when the dinosaur 
 rolls over, the fence breaks.  Billy Twitters and his  Blue Whale Problem  by Mac Barnett is 
 another fun problem-with-a-pet story. 

 The Name Jar  by  Yangsook Choi 

 Unhei, the new Korean-from-Korea kid in class, is so shy about people pronouncing her 
 names that she claims she doesn’t yet have one. As her fellow classmates fill a name jar 
 with ideas, Unhei comes to embrace what’s uniquely hers. 



 Bubbles… UP!  by Jacqueline Davies (text) & illus.  by Sonia Sánchez 

 A community pool is a place of wonder—mouth, nose, or ear bubbles all rise through 
 water, filled with light. A small girl gives readers the tour, to follow the bubbles up until you 
 break the surface, and dive back in. All in the pool celebrate life under water. One can 
 under-sit, under-talk, under-stand, or complete an under-handstand. Similes communicate 
 the motion amid bubbles “light as butterflies,” as the girl urges her body up to “surface like 
 a porpoise” and “shoot like a rocket ship.” 

 I Got the Rhythm  by Connie Schofield-Morrison and  Frank Morrison 

 On a simple trip to the park, the joy of music overtakes a mother and daughter. The little 
 girl hears a rhythm coming from the world around her— suddenly everything is musical! 
 She sniffs, snaps, and shakes her way into the heart of the beat, finally busting out in an 
 impromptu dance, which all the kids join in on! Award-winning illustrator Frank Morrison 
 and Connie Schofield-Morrison, capture the beat of the street, to create a rollicking read 
 that will get any kid in the mood to boogie. 

 Inky’s Amazing Escape: How a very smart octopus found his way home  by Sy 
 Montgomery 

 We read this book in class and most of the students were very interested to read this 
 non-fiction story and discuss which parts were true and which parts were from the author’s 
 imagination. It might be fun to pair this version of the story with  Inky the Octopus: The 
 Official Story of One Brave Octopus' Daring Escape  by  Erin Guendelsberger, which tells the 
 same story from Inky’s point of view. 

 Claude in the City  (series) by Alex T. Smith 

 Claude is no ordinary dog – he leads an extraordinary life! Claude and his best friend, Sir 
 Bobblysock (who is both a sock and very bobbly), go to the City for the very first time. 
 They go shopping, visit a museum, foil a robbery, and heal an entire hospital waiting room 
 full of patients. All in all, a most satisfactory day for this delightful duo. 

 The Chicken Squad  by Doreen Cronin 

 School Library Journal describes this series from the author of Click, Clack, Moo as 
 “lip-bitingly funny”. No job is too big or small for the shortest, yellowest, fuzziest detectives 
 around: The Chicken Squad. Follow Dirt, Sugar, Poppy, and Sweetie as they piece 
 together the mysteries of their backyard friends while stirring up some trouble too! 

 Mercy Watson  (series) by Kate DiCamillo 

 Mercy Watson is a young pig with an inordinate fondness for hot buttered toast and her 
 loving “parents”, the incredibly ordinary Mr. and Mrs. Watson. Kate DiCamillo is a 
 much-celebrated author who writes for all ages - Mercy Watson is not only a wonderful 
 series on its own, it is also a way to introduce children to her other books to read in the 
 future. 



 Magazines 

 Reading magazines is an opportunity for children to read in small sections and explore new interests. 
 Magazines aren’t forever, so they can also be a resource for practicing fine motor skills through cutting out 
 pictures and the mazes and other activities that are included. 

 Highlights for Children 

 Highlights Magazine  started in 1946 and has become  a classic in children’s magazines. 
 From the original  Highlights  publication, the publisher  has expanded to include separate 
 magazines for ages 0-2 and 2-5, as well as the original magazine geared towards ages 
 6-12. They also have a line of books that expand on popular parts of the magazine, such as 
 the Search-and-Find. 

 Ranger Rick 

 Published by the National Wildlife Federation, the Ranger Rick magazines focus on 
 animals and the natural world. They are written at multiple reading levels, from  Cub  and 
 Zootles  for pre-readers and early readers, progressing  through  Zoobooks  ,  Ranger Rick Jr.  , 
 and  Ranger Rick  .  ZooDinos  is a special interest publication  for dinosaur fans! 

 National Geographic Kids 

 From National Geographic, the National Geographic Kids magazines focus mainly on 
 information about animals.  National Geographic Little  Kids  is published in an excellent 
 format for little hands with easily accessible content for pre-readers and early readers. 
 National Geographic Kids  is a great choice for slightly  more advanced readers. 


