
 Suggested Summer Reading for Rising Grades 2 - 3 

 Branches books  from Scholastic (various authors) 

 Scholastic’s Branches line of early chapter books is designed for those ready to read independently and 
 helps growing readers transition from leveled readers to chapter books. With an array of series featuring 
 riveting stories, fun characters, and engaging art, there is a Branches book for every reader! 

 Press Start!  ,  Dragon Masters  , and  The Last Firehawk  are especially popular titles at Green Hedges. 

 National Geographic Readers  from National Geographic  (various authors) 

 If you had a student in K - 2 this year, you probably saw at least one Nat Geo reader come home. These 
 nonfiction leveled readers are the most popular collection in the library. Really, anything by National 
 Geographic is going to be awesome. Check out the  “Little  Kids First Big Book” series  as well. Here are 
 just some of the titles: 



 Everything Awesome About Dinosaurs; Everything Awesome About Sharks and 
 Other Underwater Creatures; Everything Awesome About Space  by Mike Lowery 

 The “Everything Awesome” books are awesome. With little known facts, fun and wacky 
 illustrations, and a drawing section at the end, these appeal to our most discerning 
 dinosaur, shark, and space afficiendos. 

 Lesser Spotted Animals; Lesser Spotted Animals 2; Even More Lesser Spotted 
 Animals  (series) by Martin Brown 

 Find out all about the amazing animals you need to know but never get to read about, from 
 the numbat to the zorilla, and everything in between. 

 Mercy Watson  (  series) by Kate DiCamillo, illustrated  by Chris Van Dusen 

 The hilarious adventures of a buttered-toast loving pig who lives with owners that treat her 
 as something between a child and a pet. 

 The Princess in Black  (series) by Shannon Hale & Dean  Hale, illustrated by Leuyen Pham 

 Kids often think princess books are “girl” books. Not true. Princess Magnolia is a perfect, 
 prim, and proper princess — until danger calls. Then, she swaps her fancy dress for basic 
 black and heads out to save the day. This is a girl who knows how to multitask. Now, if only 
 she can keep her secret. 

 Desmond Cole, Ghost Patrol  (series) by Andres Miedoso,  illustrated by Victor Rivas 

 When supernatural things start happening in the house, timid Andres and his parents just 
 moved into, next-door-neighbor Desmond Cole, eight, comes to the rescue. 

 Make Way for Dyamonde Daniel  by Niki Grimes 

 Spunky third-grader Dyamonde Daniel misses her old neighborhood, but when she 
 befriends a boy named Free, another new student at school, she finally starts to feel at 
 home. 

 Jada Jones  (series) by Kelly Starling Lyons and Vanessa  Brantley-Newton 

 Fans of the Ivy & Bean (by Annie Barrows) and Ruby Lu (by Lenore Look) books will 
 enjoy engaging with science-loving Jada Jones. 
 Fast-paced, with simple vocabulary and a smattering of earth science to spark 
 interest in young scientists everywhere. 



 The Chicken Squad  by Doreen Cronin 

 School Library Journal describes this series from the author of Click, Clack, Moo as 
 “lip-bitingly funny”. No job is too big or small for the shortest, yellowest, fuzziest detectives 
 around: The Chicken Squad. Follow Dirt, Sugar, Poppy, and Sweetie as they piece together 
 the mysteries of their backyard friends while stirring up some trouble too! 

 Clementine  (series) and others by Sara Pennypacker 

 Clementine is a series of children's chapter books written by Sara Pennypacker and 
 illustrated by Marla Frazee. Debuting with the eponymous title Clementine in 2006, the 
 seven books in the series follow the eccentric and lovable, yet unintentionally devious, 
 eight-year-old Clementine through third grade. This is also a great pick for a family 
 read-aloud. More suggestions are listed below. 

 Ricky Ricotta’s Mighty Robot  (series) by Dav Pilkney,  illustrated by Dan Santat 

 Meet Ricky Ricotta, a little mouse with a big problem! Ricky Ricotta lives in Squeakyville 
 with his mom and dad. Ricky has a hard time making friends at school, and the 
 neighborhood bullies are always picking on him. If only Ricky could find someone to be his 
 best buddy and keep those creepy bullies away! 

 Ellray Jakes is Not a Chicken  (series) by Sally Warner,  illustrated by Jamie Harper 

 EllRay, a third grader with a penchant for getting into trouble, deals with pressure from 
 parents and peers alike in this comical and true-to-life series. 

 Ellray’s little sister, a second grader, has her own series,  Absolutely Alfie  . 

 Magic Tree House  (series) by various authors 

 Magic Tree House, the long-running series launched by Mary Pope Osborne in 1992, has 
 become a bookshelf staple in homes, libraries, and classrooms. The adventures of Jack 
 and Annie, a brother and sister who discover a book-stocked treehouse that whisks them 
 on magical journeys through time and space, now number more than 60 chapter books and 
 several dozen nonfiction Fact Tracker guides. 

 Hilo, The Boy Who Crashed to Earth  (series) by Judd  Winick 

 BOOM! CLANG! CRASH! D.J. and Gina are totally ordinary kids. But Hilo isn't! Hilo just fell 
 out of the sky and doesn’t know where he came from, or what he’s doing on Earth. But 
 UH-OH, what if Hilo wasn’t the only thing to fall to our planet? Can the trio unlock the 
 secrets of Hilo's past? Can Hilo survive a day at school? Find out in HILO-a laugh-out-loud, 
 epic story of friendship! Adventure! (And the occasional mutant space robot). 



 Yasmin  (series) by Saadia Farqui 

 Meet Yasmin! Yasmin is a spirited second-grader who's always on the lookout for those 
 "aha" moments to help her solve life's little problems. Taking inspiration from her 
 surroundings and her big imagination, she boldly faces any situation, assuming her 
 imagination doesn't get too big, of course! A creative thinker and curious explorer, Yasmin 
 and her multi-generational Pakistani American family will delight and inspire readers. 

 Zoey Sassafras  (series) by  Asia Citro, illustrated  by Marion Lindsay 

 Zoey, like her mom, can see magical creatures and is tasked to care for any injured 
 creatures that might need help. In the first book,  Dragons and Marshmallows  , she uses her 
 science skills (including research and the scientific method) to figure out how to care for a 
 sick baby dragon. 

 A-to-Z Mysteries  (series) by Ron Roy 

 From the author:  This series features three third-graders  who solve crimes and mysteries, 
 Dink Duncan, Josh Pinto, and Ruth Rose Hathaway. They have hobbies and pets and 
 parents, but what they love most is a good mystery. You can read the 26 books in 
 alphabetical order or skip around without missing anything. 

 Magic Schoolbus Chapter Books  by various authors 

 Does your child love digging into the world of science, from great big fish to microscopic 
 cells? Then introduce her to Ms. Frizzle and the Magic School Bus gang! From exploring 
 how electricity works to diving into the big blue ocean, join your child on an adventure 
 through all things discovery — and have a fun conversation about what you learned 
 afterwards! 

 My Weird School  (series) by Dan Gutman, illustrated  by Jim Paillot 

 Hilarity reigns in this weird and wacky school with teachers like crazy Ms. Daisy, Mr. Klutz, 
 and Miss Small. 

 Here’s Hank  (series) by Henry Winkler and Lin Oliver 

 The  Here’s Hank  series introduces Hank Zipzer to rising  readers. Hank also has his own 
 Middle Grades series, for more practiced readers interested in  the continuing adventures of 
 Hank Zipzer, the self-described "world's greatest underachiever." 

 The  Here’s Hank  books are typeset in Dyslexie font  B. V., developed by Dutch graphic 
 designer Christian Boer specifically for people with dyslexia. 



 Family Read-Alouds 

 Reading aloud as a family helps nurture a culture of reading at home. A study conducted by the Scholastic 
 Publishing group identified the “decline by nine” phenomenon, a significant drop in reading frequency and 
 enjoyment between the ages of 8 and 9. Consistently dedicating time to read together may help prevent this 
 decline by encouraging children to continue to engage with books and modeling reading as an activity that is 
 important enough to make time for on a busy day. 

 The starred* books listed below have also been made into movies, which can be a fun “read first, watch next, 
 then talk about” family activity. 

 James and the Giant Peach, Matilda, The Witches  (and  others) by Roald Dahl* 

 Roald Dahl’s quirky books make great family read-alouds. His brave children and unusual 
 situations have captured generations of readers. Roald Dahl is a perennial favorite but take 
 the time to preview his stories - some children may not be comfortable with his 
 non-traditionally happy endings. 

 A Bear Called Paddington  by Michael Bond* 

 Paddington Bear had traveled all the way from Peru when the Browns first met him in 
 Paddington Station. Since then, their lives have never been quite the same . . . for ordinary 
 things become extraordinary when a bear called Paddington is involved. 

 Stella DÍaz has Something to Say  by Angela Dominguez 

 Stella Díaz wants to be friends with the new boy in class, but sometimes she accidentally 
 speaks Spanish instead of English and pronounces words wrong, which makes her turn 
 roja. In addition, she has to get over her fear of speaking in front of the class. 

 Sideways Stories from Wayside School  by Louis Sachar,  illustrated by Adam McCauley 

 Wayside school was supposed to be thirty classrooms, side by side. Instead, the builder 
 made it thirty stories high, one classroom stacked on top of another. But that’s only the 
 beginning of the weirdness at the school, especially on the thirteenth floor, where things are 
 always a little bit odd. Perfect for a reader who enjoys their fair share of goofiness. Many 
 children will be able to read this by themselves, but it is such a fun book to share. 



 Fortunately, the Milk  by Neil Gaiman 

 This is a short read that the author himself describes as "very silly". That's completely 
 accurate. A father goes out to get milk for the children's cereal and encounters a good 
 amount of trouble . . . trouble that involves things like dinosaurs and wumpires and a 
 floaty-ball-person-carrier. Will the poor children have to eat their cereal dry? 

 Ramona Quimby, Age 8  by Beverly Cleary* 

 This is actually the 6th book in the  Ramona  series,  which starts with  Ramona & Beezus  , 
 when Ramona is 4 years old. The series follows Ramona,  her wild imagination, disregard 
 for order, and an appetite for chaos, and  her family  in roughly one-year increments. The 
 books can be read as a series or as free-standing books. 

 Flora & Ulysses: The Illuminated Adventures  (and others)  by Kate DiCamillo* 

 It begins, as the best superhero stories do, with a tragic accident that has unexpected 
 consequences. The squirrel never saw the vacuum cleaner coming, but Flora Belle 
 Buckman, who has read every issue of the comic book Terrible Things Can Happen to 
 You!, is the just the right person to step in and save him. What neither can predict is that 
 Ulysses (the squirrel) has been born anew, with powers of strength, flight, and misspelled 
 poetry—and that Flora will be changed too, as she discovers the possibility of hope and the 
 promise of a capacious heart. 

 Where the Sidewalk Ends  by Shel Silverstein 

 This isn’t a chapter book but it is VERY fun to read aloud. Shel Silverstein’s funny, 
 sometimes sweet, poems and amusing illustrations, which sometimes hold the key to the 
 accompanying poem, can be read in tiny bits or big chunks. 

 There are plenty more books by Shel Silverstein for fans of  Where the Sidewalk Ends. 

 Babe the Gallant Pig  (and others) by Dick King Smith* 

 When Babe arrives at Hogget Farm, Mrs. Hogget’s thoughts turn to sizzling bacon and juicy 
 pork chops—until he reveals a surprising talent for sheepherding, that is. Before long, Babe 
 is handling Farmer Hogget’s flock better than any sheepdog ever could. Babe is so good, in 
 fact, that the farmer enters him into the Grand Challenge Sheepdog Trials. Will it take a 
 miracle for Babe to win? 



 Magazines 

 Reading magazines is an opportunity for children to read in small sections and explore new interests. 
 Magazines often include puzzles and activities and can be a great resource for collage material. 

 Highlights for Children 

 Highlights Magazine  started in 1946 and has become  a classic in children’s 
 magazine for ages 6-12. 

 Ranger Rick 

 Published by the National Wildlife Federation, the Ranger Rick magazines focus on 
 animals and the natural world. They are written at progressive reading levels, from  Cub  and 
 Zootles  for pre-readers and early readers, progressing  through  Zoobooks  ,  Ranger Rick Jr.  , 
 and  Ranger Rick  .  ZooDinos  is a special interest publication  for dinosaur fans! 

 National Geographic Kids 

 From National Geographic, the National Geographic Kids magazines focus mainly on 
 information about animals, with National Geographic’s signature spectacular photographs. 


